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are not neeessary now while the National
Security Regulations are in existence, but
after the war. Why the urgency now?
These people have loft nothing undone which
they eould do and there is nothing of cven
the lowest order Lhat they have left out.
They have resorted to any means in an en-
deavour to get the referendum through, I
do not know what Australia is coming to.
The Commonweslth authorities are harping
shout repatriation and what they will do. I
have yet to learn that there is anything done
hy the Government that talks so much about
repatriation.  Soldiers are coming back now
and are returning to their properties. Some
cyunot procure the necessary machinery and
spare parts to put their farms in proper
order. The men are starting to refurn now
and we should have a scheme ready. The
Leader of this House should let us know
whether this Government drew up any
scheme whatever for repatriation. T hope,
on this occasion, that the State Government
will not depend entirely on the Common-
wealth Government as it has done for prac-
tically everything sinece the war started.
Tt is time this Government stiffened its back
and stood on its own feet. I support the
ruotion.

On motion by Hon. E. . H. Hall, debate
af journed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,700,000.

Keceived from the Assembly and read a
« frst time.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Cheir at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Alr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the member for North Perth who was
returned at the last general election.

Mr. Abbott took and subscribed the oath
and signed the roll.

MOTION--CONDOLENCE.
The late Mr, R. 8. Sampson, M.L.A.

THE PREMIER [4.34]: T move, withont
notice—

That thia House desires to place upon ity
vecords its profound sense of the loss sus-
tained in the passing of the late Richard
Stanley Sampson, & member of this House,
and that an expression of the sincerest sym-
pathy of members be convered to his widow
by Mr. Speaker,

It is a sad oceasion when we perform the
duty of recording a motion of sympathy
with a widow of a member of this House,
and particularly when it concerns a man who
has been with ws for many years. The late
My, Sampson had a long and honourable
record of service in this House of which he
was a member for, I think, over 23 years.
During that time he always fought for what
he thought to he right in the intevests of the
welfare of the State, and he did so very
persistently in every way open to him. He
won the respeet and esteem of all members
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of this House by his undoubted ability and
capacity and we know that, although the
{act was not published abroad, he engaged
in many acts of generosity in a large num-
ber of deserving eases. He alsc had a long
record of public service with the local anth-
oritics of the State and made a conspicuous
mark for himself in the commercial life of
Western Anstralita. He had many attributes
1hat commended him to his clectors whom he
s0 ably represented and those atfributes also
commended him to members of this Cham-
ber. We will miss him from our delibera-
tions, and we recognise that he was a man
who always was anxious and eager to do
the best possible for his eonstituents and to
help in every way open to him the progress
of the State he Joved so well.

MR, WATTS (Katanning): T desive to
associate myself and those with me with the
motion moved by the Premier. We were very
sorry indeed when we learnt that Mr.
Sampson had passed away after a very
severe illness from which he bhad suffered for
a considerable time. 1 feel sure it was not
understood during the latest electoral eam-
paign that his health at the time was such
as to eause grave concern to his loved ones,
He kept the fact very much to himself. His
passing came as a surprise to most of us
und eaused greafer regret than would pos-
sibly otherwise have been experienced had
we discovered previously that he was so ser-
iously ill. As the Premier mentioned, the
late Mr. Sampson rendered great and hon-
ourable services to Western Australia. For
a time he was a Minister of the Crown and
for a very long period he was a private mem-
ber of this House. I found him a most Joyal
colleague and a good friend, one who was
always ready to take an interest in any mat-
ter that he believed was for the good of
Western Australia, T think we can sum it
ap by saying we can ill spare such & man
as the late Mr. Sampson, and we can carry
the motion with the greatest regret and the
greatest sympathy with his surviving rela-
tives.

MR. McDONAID (West TPerth): My
colleagues and I desire to join in the ex-
pression of sunse of loss sustained through
the passing of Mr. Sampson. We knew
hisn to he a wan of a most kindly nature.
He was assiduous in his attention to his
duties and set us an exarzple in the manner
he studied the intervests of his electorate

and his electors generally, as we saw in his
representation of them in this House. We
will, as the I'remier said, miss him as a
figure with which we have been so fami-
linv for a long period. We deeply regret
{hat he was not spared to continue the
work in which he had engaged for so many
years, and we join sineerely in this expres-
sion of sympathy with his widow,
Question put and passed;
standing.

members

QUESTIONS (9).
BUNBURY HARBOUR.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Works:

{1) Has any conerete seheine been evolved
for a new or improved harbour at Bunbury?

(2) If so, what ave the prospeets of an
early commencement of such work?

(3) If not, will he endeavour to have
same expedited and treated ss urgent?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. Any statements to the eontrary
published or promulgated in the Bunbury
district are entirely without official founda-
tion and are not to be relied upon,

{2} Answered by (1).

(3) The proposal to provide improve-
ments to the Harbour at Bunbury is con-
tinmiug to reecive asetive consideration. In-
vestigations are being expedited.

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE.

As to Inclusion in Comprehengive
Policy.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

{1} Is he aware that during the passage
throngh Parliament of the Motor Vehicle
(Third Party Insuranece) Bill, an assurance
was given on behalf of the Government, that
the recognised motor vehiele comprehensive
insurance policy wonld be sufficient to com-
ply with the provisions of the Bill if, and
when, it became an Aet?

(2} Is he aware that in order to insure
against complete legal liability two separate
policies are required by the insurance com-
panies, including the State office?

(3) Tn order to keep faith with the motor-
ing publie, will he take the necessary action,
oither administratively or legislatively, to
aive effeet to the undevtaking reforved to?
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(4) Alternatively, will the State Insurance
Office issue a single policy, covering all legal
liabilities, which will be necepted by the
licensing authorities throughont the State?

The MINISTER veplied:

(1) An assurance was given during the
passage of the Bill that a eomprchensive
policy, so long as the owner complied with
all the other provisions of the Third Party
measure, would be sufficient. The Bill was
thercfore amended to provide that such a
poliey would be deemed to eomply with the
Aect.

(2) Yes.

(3) (4) Au effort was made to induee
the approved insurers to amalgamate the
compulsory Third Party insuranee with the
eomprehensive, but the department was ad-
vised this course had been proved imprae-
ticable, This opinion was cendorsed by the
Premiums Committee in a report (a eopy
of which has been laid on the Table of the
Hou~e). Although a later report hy tha
Mauager of the State Government Insur-
ance Oflive supports the contentions of the
Conuniftee, the matter is still heing actively
investigated.

TRAVFIC ACT.
As to Metor Headlights.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister
Worka:

(1) Tas Trallic Act Regulation 66 heen
repedled or eaneelled?

{2} I rot, why is it that molor vehieles,
maotor cars particalarly, are permitted to
have one and in many instanees two search-
lizhts fitted on the front of the vehiele when
the above quoted resulation stipulates that
only two headlamps shall be so fitted?

{3} Why is it that vehicles are also per-
mitted to he used at night with only one
headlamp burning?

{4) Will he issue ovders that when search-
lights are fitted to a vehicle they shall bhe so
fitted that they must not be in position when
the car is not travelling along undefined
tracks as speeified in the regulations?

{5) Will he issne instructions that action
is to he taken against all offenders?

() If not, in view of the menare these
lights are to motorists and pedestrians, why
not?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) No.

for

{2) Regulation G6 permits of the use of
& petrol or searchlight undepr certain condi-
tiens specified therein.

(3) The use of only one headlight is a
breach of the regulations, the policing of
whiceh in country districts is a responsibility
of the loeal authorities.

(4) Tt 1% considered that strict adherence
to the present regulation would meet alf
reasonable vequiremenls.

{58} Imstructions to traflic inspeetors oul-
side of the metropolitan traltie area must be
issued by Lhe loeal anthorities who are the
licensing authoritics under the provisions of
the Traffie Act.

(6) Answered by No, 3.

RAILWAY ROLLINGSTOCK.
As to Trunsfers to Commonwealth.

Mr, SEWARD
Railways:

(1) What yollingstock was transferred to
the Commonwealth Government sinee the out-
break of the present war?

(2) Was cuch rollingstock sold, hired
or loancd to that Government?

(3} What amount of money hns heen re-
coived from the Commonwealth Government
in return for such rollingstock®

(4) What, if any, further payments are
due Trom the Commonwealth (overnment in
this matter and when are thev to he made!

(5) How has the money that was received
heen applied?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Twenty-six locomo'ives, 150 4-wheol
wagons, 77 bogie wagons, and 15 bogic
brakevans.

{2} Sold,

() £144,759,

(+) Nil.

{A) Placed in a suspence aceount at the
Treasury ta he utilised for the constrretion
of up-to-date vollingstock by way of re-
placement,

asked the Minister for

WHEAT TRANSPORT.

As to Statement by Sanator Fraser.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister
Pailways:

(1) Did he or his department supply the
Commnonwealth Government with information
to the effect that the Western Australian
Government would transport all wheat in

for
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this State to ports by 31st October next, as
was stated by Senator Fraser in the Federal
Senate on 30th March last?

(2) If be or his department did not sup-
pl¥ the information, who did?

(3) If such information is nol at his dis-
posal will he nscertain from the Common-
wealth Government the source of its infor-
mation?

{4) If he or his department did supply
the information, then in view of tbe fact that
al that time, viz,, the 30th March last, there
was stored in the country 680,877 tons of
wheat, and the average weekly rate of haul-
age to ports and mills was 9,484 tons, on
what basis was the estimate made?

{5) Does the department believe that the
wheat in this State can be transported away
from ecountry sidings by the 31st Qetober
next?

(6} If not, when 15 it considered the job
¢an he done, and what steps are being taken
to speed up the work?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. An assoranee was given that
subject to suffieient coal being available, the
Railway Department eould transport 17,000
tons of wheat weekly. ad it been porssible
te maintain this figure from November, 19438,
the whole of the wheat would have been
eleared by Octoher, 1944, but eonl shortages
maee this impossible.

(2), (3), (1), and (3} Answered hy No.

{G) The department is working in elose
eo-operation with Ce-operative Bulk Hand-
ling, Lited,, in reegard 10 the elearance of
wheat now in the eountry.

HEXNRY WILLS AXD CO.
Ax ta Properties Oveapied at Albany.

Me. MILL azked the Minister for Rail-
wavs:

What is the area of, the annual rent
chavged, and the eapital value of the land
oceupied by the sheds of Henry Wills & Co,,
at Alhany, and also for the land oceupied by
the offices of the same firm?

The AMINISTER replied:

Bheds :—Arvea-—2r. 20.5p.
Tih, per aunun.

Mlive :— Avea- -11.5p.
nnm.

Cepital Valu «—This Tand is Crown Iand
amd as ~neh has not been assessed,

Rent—£200

Rent—£50 per an-

COAMMONWEALTH POWERS
REFERENDUM,
s to Appointment of State Scrutineers.

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government advised, or is
it the intention of the Government to advise,
His kixcelleney to exercise the power econ-
ferved wpon him for appointment of seran-
tineers at the places where the serutiny of
refeiendum votes is to take place—as pro-
vided for in Seection 18 (2) of the Referen-
duir (Constitution Alteration) Act, 1906-
1928¢%

(2) 1f not, does he not think such appoint-
men’s highly desirable, and will he take im-
mediate steps to ensare that His Fxcellency
takes the necessary action?

The PREMIER veplied:

(1) No.

{2) Nu. In the many previeus referenda
which have heen taken, no such appoint-
ments have heen made. In any case, the law
provides that the Governor may appoint
only one person at caeh polling place and
not a representative of cach side.

POST-W AR WORKS.
s to Western Adustralinn Programme.

Mr. WATTS the
Works:

(1} tlas the C(lovernment provided the
Commonwealth with a list (partial or com-
plete) of snggested post-war works in this
State?

(2) If so, does this include loeal works
snggesterl by local authorities, and if so,
what proportion of the cost are loeal auth-
orities to bear?

(3) Wili he lay on the Table papers show-
ing the respective works (under hoth (1)
and (2)) and the estimated expenditure in-
volved ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) A list of works from Loan Funds and
accumulated Revenue Funds for the first
vear immediately after the war has been
sihmitted. A further sehedule of large-
seale works in relation to whieh finanecial
assistanee by the Comnonwealth Govern-
menl would he required hns also received
the consideration of the Government.

(2) The first list includes items from
loeal authorities, which they have expressed

asked Minister for
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their intention to finance from their own
tunds.

(3) This will be done at a later stage in
the session.

TRAMWAY DISPUTE,

Mr. CHOSS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

{1) Is he aware that serious inconveni-
ence is being caused to essential works, and
wmunition faetories because of the present
stoppage of clectric tramways and trolley
buses?

{2) What action is being taken to settle
the dispute promptly?

The MINISTER replied: Everything
possible has been done. The Commissioner
saw me this afternoon, after having made
an unsuccessful attempt to settle the dis-
pute, and the case will go to the Arbitra-
tion Court tomorrow. The Government
realises the position and has done every-
thing possible to bring about a settlement.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Cominissioner
or the Acting (‘ommissioner?

The DMINISTER: The
himself.

Commissioner

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That,
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despateh of husiness on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 4.30
p-m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m. if neces-
sary and. if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. on-
wards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On nmotion hy the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdnys and Thursdays, Government
business shall take precedence of all me-
tions and Orders of the Day.

MOTION—COMMITTEES FOR THE
SESSION,

THE PREMIER [4.53]: I move—

That the following members be appointed to
serve on the gessional Committees during the
present session:—

Library~Mr. Speaker, the Minister for Edu-

eation and Mr. Sewnrd.

Standing Orders—Mr, Speaker,

man of Committeea, Mr. Doney,
Withera and Mr. North,
House.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. MecLarty, Mr.
Needham, Mr. Stubbs and Mr, Wilson.
Printing.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Thorn and Mr.
Triat.

the Chair-
Mer.

MER. WATTS (Katanning) [4.55]: I pro-
pose to support the motion but I would
like to make an observation or two on the
activities of the committees, or of one or
two of them, in past years and what I hope
will be their activities in the future. I find
that every session we appoint, for example,
a library Committee consisting of three
members of this House—ane of whom we
have had oecasion this time to change—
and I understand that the Library Commit.
tee has not met for many years. If that
information he correct—as I have every
reason to helicve it is—it seems to me that
some change should be made in the activi-
ties of that committee. While the library
of Parlianment House canpot in these days
he expected to be of the standard which
I understand it once was, it would appear
to merit the attention of the committea
more vegnlarly than has been the ¢mse in
the past.

If we are regunlarly to appoint a Library
Committee T cunsider that members of this
House are enlitlad to hear from that com-
mittec what the results of its deliberations
have heen and in addition to sce some re-
sult of Lhese deliberations: or else that we
should eecase to appoint a Likrary Commit-
tee. T understand the records show that
religiously, for many years past, we have
appointed members to a Library Committeo
and yet there has not been a resolution
from or even & meeting of that committee
ar any action taken by it. If the House
thinks, as it may, that the duties connected
with the library are heine carried out bet-
ter without the intervention of the com-
mittee than with such intervention then it
should eease to appoint a eommittee, To
not let us continue the ridicnlous practice
of appointing members to a  enmmittee
which, in the run of yecars, has taken no
action to assist the development or the eon-
tinnance or the maintenance of the library
in any way as a committee, whatever the
individual members of that eommittee may
have done.

Again while T do uot for one moment
suggest there is anything wrong with the
membership of the House Committee—far
from it—at the same thue ths activities of
that eommittee, in the interests of the mem-
bers of this House and in the interests of
the amenities of this Hovse, conld he con-
siderably more than they are. We find that
year after yenr passes and still there are
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no facilities of any kind for members to
deal with their constituents. No degree of
comfort is provided if 2 member wishes to
discuss any matter in confidenec with one
of his clectors or any other person who
comes to interview him. The facilities pro-
vided are, to say the best, negligiblee. Wo
find, too, that there are ecertain parts of
these premises which do not hear the hall-
mark of tidiness, If onc looks no furthen
than 30 or 10 yards from where we are, he
will iind instances of unlidiness which in
my opinton should not be present in a Houso
of this character.

The trouble as I sec it is that on no oc-
casion has the House Commiftee, in the
time T have been herc-—mine years now—
made any report of its activities to the
Hounse. It may be—T am prepared to con-
cede this as a distinet possibility—that
members of the committee have given atten-
tion to these things and that their aetivities
have been prevented by the Government of
the day or financial difficulties or some other
problem which is not known to me. But on
the face of it these things do requirc atten-
tion and for all the infoimation we have to

the contrary they bave not been altended

to. I do not offer these arguments in eriti-
eism of the activities of the committees—far
from it! I offer them for two reasons. One
is that if they have used their best en-
deavours to have the position improved and
some outside foree has prevented them, then
I commend to them the idea of eoming for-
ward and telling the House. The other
reason is that T think some reference in the
House to this matter may cncourage mem-
bers of the eommittee who have probably
taken some active interest in the committee
in the past to renew their efforts in {he
future. I hope the few suggestions I have
made, which I know are supported by mem-
*bers on this side of this House if not on
the other, will biear some fruit.

THE PREMIER (in reply): So far ns
the Library Committee is econgerned, [
understand that there have been no formal
meetings, but members who desire to have
the library augmented by the purchase of
eocrtain books have made representations to
the eommittee, and at various times various
beok:, which have warranted purchasing,
have been bhought by the committee and
placed in the library, These matters could,

of course, be discussed on the Estinates.
Any complaint regarding the activities of
the committees in regard to the members of
the committees and their duties, and what
eould or should have been done by them,
eould be discussed in Committce on the
Estimates and at that stage the members of
tho committers rcould give an aecount of
their stewardship and activities. Those who
complain that they are not able to get books
or dacnments from the library could bring
their eomplaints before the Committee, but,
generally speaking, the absence of eriticism
would appear to warrant the assumption
that the committees are carrying out their
duties fairly well. It is not always ncees-
sary to have formal meetings to decide
things which can be done withont the neees-
sity of such formality.

So far as the House Comnmittee is con-
cerned, it is a matter, of course, for the
members of that committee to do what they
think is warranted in the eireumstances.
The Leader of the Opposition voiced some
eriticism or complaint about the aceommo-
dation. There is foundalion for eriticism
of that type, We know that this House is
in an incomplete state. It will cost a eon-
siderable amount to finish it in the way the
original plans and speecifications indicate.
The expenditure, at this stage, on the com-
pletion of the House, would be a greater
ameunt than was originally thought would
be necessary for the construection of the
whole building. T think it was estimaled
that this House would cost aboul 130,000
to build. The completed building would
give us very much more accommodation.
The front, which would face St, George’s-
terrace, would be very mueh more ornate
than the present bricks with the galvanised
iron dangling from them. I think that in
the post-war reconstruetion period if the
employment position gets to the stage that it
did during the depression period after the
last war we may do something with it. Of
course, there are opportunities for wealthy
members of the community, either during
their lifelime or when they depart hence, to
have a monument erceted, ns did the late
Sir Langdon Bonython.

Mr. Seward: You are very optimistir.

My, Mann: I am afraid we won’t be here
after the 19th.
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The PREMIER: The citizens of South
Australia eould be justly proud of one of
their citizens for raising a building of the
type he did, It is a very fine monument to
the public spiritedness of Sir Langdon
Bonython. [ commend the idea to those
inembers who feel that, with the state of
their finances, they could make such a
worthy contribution to such & good cause.
There is a need tor accommodation. In faet,
as Treasurer, 1 was interviewed by the
House (Committee in regard to the provision
of more aecommodation, partienlarly for
Jadies. On oeceasions larwe numbers of ladies
are present in the House. I admit that the
accommodation is absolutely incomplete,
and the matter shounld be attended fo. We
did get as far as making plans, but it ap-
pears that at this stage, when it is stated
by the Commonwealth Government and
agreed to by most people that to the utmost
extent all our financial resources shounld be
expended in the war effort, it is hardly a
desirable time to spend s large amount of
meney on improving a state of affairs which
has existed, without very much progress, for
ahout thirty years.

With the Leader of the Opposition, I
think there is neeessity for this inereased
arcommodation, and so, as soon as man-
power and materials are available without
being taken away from some more worthy
cause, this matter should be given attention.
T wonld suggest that if members have any
idens in conneclion with the Library Com-
mittee, o anv of the other ecommiftees, a
aritahle opp r'unity will arise  when the
Estimates are before the Tonve to diseuss
them. As these matters vitally coneern onr
own comfort and convenience, and the con-
venienee of people who come herve to inter-
view memhbers on public business, T trast
members will avail thomselves of that op-
portunity when it does arise.

Question put and passed,

BILL—SUPPLY (Na. 1), £2,700,000.
Ntanding Orders Snspension,

On motion by the Premier, vesolved:

That «o mueh of the Standing Orders he
suspended as is necessary to enable reselutions
from the Committees of Bupply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed thosd
Committees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in onc day, and to

enahle the business aforesaid to le entered
upen and dealt with before the Address-in-reply
is adopted.

Message.
Message from the Licut.-Governor re-
coived and read vecommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill,

Election of Chairman of Commiltecs,

THE PREMIER: Belore moving that
the 1louse do resolve itself into Committee
of Supply, I move—

That the member for Murchison (Mr, W. M.
Marshall) De appointed Chairman of Com-
mittees.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAX: I desire to take this
opportunity to express my sincere thanks
and gratitude to all members who have again
reposed sufficient econfidence in me to elect
me onee more to this high and responsible
position. T know that I will not appeal in
vain to members to treat expeditiously all
matters of business coming before the Chair,
and to pay due respect to decorum and the
rules of debate. In return, I give members
an assurance that the guiding principles, as
far as T am concerned, will be justice and
impartiality.

The PREMIER: ) was waiting until yonu,
8ir, actnally took vour seat in the Chair
before attempting to congratulate you upon
your unanimous selection as Chairnan ot
Committees. That selection was warranted
hecanse of the experience we have had of
vyour capabilities during the past four or
five years. As you yourself said, Sir, you
have endeavoured to earry ont your duties
with justice and impartialily. I think we
con say that you have suceeeded in that
Inudable desire. I would also like to add
that the Chairman of Committees can be of
mreat assistance to the Chamber in petting
throuweh its husiness, and you have rendered
valunble assistance to the Committee in get-
ting throngh the business by not unduly pro-
hibiting  wmembers  from  expressing  their
opinions  huat rather, on many oceasions,
granting them a lot of assistance by inform-
irg thom at just what stage {heir remarks
conld he most properly made, or where they
are not in order,  As a consequenes, vom
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have been of assistance to members when it
comes to voting.

Mr. WATTS: I entirely agree with what
the Premicr has said. When you, Sir, were
appointed you said that you would en-
deavour to carry out the duties with justice
and impartialily, and in a fair manner. Yon
have substantially achieved the desive you
then expressed. Members of this Chamber
have very few, if any, complaints, in regard
to your occupancy of the Chair. If there is
any complaint it is this—and this is the
time to voice it because you will not take
exception to it—-that you expect members at
times to be much quicker witted than they
actually are. To vse an everyday expression,
you go like greased lightning, with the re-
sult that sometimes members rise in their
places to discuss Clause 22 when you are
dealing with Clanse 23. Might I suggest
that in future youn remember that all mem-
bers are not so rapid in their mental move-
ments as yon yourself undoubtedly are, and
that you condescend to give them a little
more time so that this difficulty will not arise
in the future as it has in the past. With
that small eomplaint, made in a very friendly
spirit, may I extend my congratulations to
you?

Mr. McDONALD: I congratulate you,
Sir, on behalf of myself and my colleagues,
1ot only heecause we feel sincerely that yon
deserve our approbation, but also that you
may not draw some wrong conclusion from
the fact that we did not support the remarks
of the Prentier and the Leader of the Oppo-
rition. We too, bave appreciated your im-
partiality and your desire to expedite the
business of the Chamber. Very great sue-
ecss in doing so has attended your term of
office, and I am sure it will e r feature of
your future activities in this eapacity.

THE PREMIER [5.15]: T move—

That there be granted to His Majesty on
acconnt of the services of the ycar ending
the 30th June, 1745, a sum not execceding
£8,700,000.
Supply is reyuived to earry on the ser-
vices of the Slate until the Estimates are
passed by Parliament. The Estimafes are
being prepared and will be presented as
early as possible. T have had some eonver-
sation with the Leader of the Opposition
with a view to geiting the Auditor Gene-
ral's report made available for the perusal
of members at an earlier date. I explained

some of the dilliculties to the Leader of the
Opposition. 1 realise that it is definitely
desirable to have the report presented as
early as possible, but when it is presented,
it should he romplete and accurate in every
detail. Many things which might appear
to he not very important are dealt with by
the Auditor General, and it is his desire te
have the report ready for presentation as
eariy as possible. A conference has been
held between the Aunditor General and the
Treasury officials, and as a result of the
avrangements made, we hope that at least
the public aecounts will he available to
members envlier than they have been in
the past, On some occasions the Estimates
have been almost through hefore the Andi-
tor General's report has been received. I
admit that this 15 undesirable but, on aec-
count of the difficulties, it has bheen un-
avoidable. Tlowever, I helieve there will
ha an improvement in future. The amount
of Supply required is £2,700,000 to meet
expenditure on aceount of-—

£
Consolidated Revcove Fund .. 2,200,000
Genernl Loan Fund 200,000
Treasurer’s adrance 300,000

War conditions still prevail, which pre-
clude expenditure for development work
and only essential needs can be met from
loan funds. On the other hand, expendi-
ture from Consclidated 'evenne Fund has
grown and {he Supply requested for all
purpeses is inereased hy £200,000 this
vear. Last year the Supply Aet provided
for expenditure as follows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue Fuund .. 2,000,000
General Lean Fund 200,000
Advanee to Treasurer .. 300,000

Thus the total this year is £2,700,000 eom-
pared with £2,500,000 last yvear. RExpendi-
ture is elosely watehed and confined to neces-
sary requirements.  Inereased expenditure
15 still Deinz met in conneetion with war
effort activitirs, such as concession faves to
sobiliers, superannuation and leave pay-
ments on behalf of emplovees with the ae-
tive forees, increased cost of f(ransport,
civil defence, ete. Thus we have charges
on ("onsolidated Wevenue of amounts not
usualiy entailed in time of peace.

The expenditure for the first three
months of last year out of Consolidated
Revernue Fund, excluding speeial Acts,
amounted to £2,166,164. Of eourse interest
and sinking fund payments sre included
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under special Acts, and therefore we do
not require aulkority under the Supply Bill
for those payments. The advanece to Trea-
surer is to meet special payments that ean-
not, for the time being, he charged to votes
or accounts. Last veawr it was estimated
that there would he a small surplus of
£1,503, but the actual result was a surplus
of £38,021,

Question put and passed.

Resolution  reported and
adopted.

the report

In Committee of Ways and Megns.

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mr. Marshall in the
Chair.

THE PREMIER [5.20]: I move—

That towards making good the Supply
granted to Ilis Majesty for the services of
the year ending the 30th June, 1945, a som
not exceeding £2,200,000 be granted from Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £200,000 from General
Loan Fund and £300,000 from the Public Ae-
counts.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and
adopted.

the report

Bili Introduced.
In aeeordance with the foregoing reso-
lutions, Bill iniroduced and read a first
time.

Second Reading.
THE PREMIER [5.22]: I move—

That the Rill be now read a second time.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I rea-
lise that this is a more or less formal Bill
which is introdueed at the commencement of
each session, but I observe that the expendi-
ture from Consolidated Revenue proposed o
be authorised under this measure shows an
inerease of £200,000. The total under this
Bill is £2,200,000, whereas last year it was
£2,000,000, while in the preceding year it
was £1,850,000, While this is merely a Bill
to authorise Supply and one that will not
affect the actual expenditure of the State,
yet in the two years’ period the amount
from Consolidated Revenue Fund has in-
creascd by €350,000. T ean understand there
being some increase in eosts, bhut I think
there should alse be some diminution.
For instance, T should think that the cost of
civil defence would be considerably less, and
the cost of woldiers’ conecession fares shounld

be considerably less, if I may make that
slatement without committing a breach of
national sceurity, hut speaking simply from
ordinary cbservation. I imagine, therefore
that it should have been possible to main-
tain expenditure at about the same level as
in the past, and the increase of £350,000,
although not necessarily final—this is only
a foreeast of probable expenditure—seems
rather a large additional sum without oum
having been given anything very specific to
aceount for it. Perhaps the Premier will
give us a little more information on the
subjeet,

THE PREMIER ({in reply): Wile we
ave asking for £200,0G0 more this year than
last year, the actual expenditure last year
amounted to £2,166,000. Consequently we
ave seeking Supply of just about that
amount. We have to meet increased expen-
diture in connection with our business under-
takings, principally the Railway Depart-
ment, Tp eommon with all departments, the
Railway Department has heen faced with
increased expenditure to meet basic wage
inereases. Then again, there is a constantly
inereasing cost for eoal. Although the
population of the State is inereasing only
slowly, still we must expeet publie expendi-
ture to inerease with it. There should be no
occasion to frel alarmed about an inecrease
in expenditure so long as the revenue also
increases. In fact, we cannot get an in-
crease of revenue without an increase of
expenditure.  We have been receiving more
revenue, and it costs ng more to get that
additional money.

Mr. MeDonald: We have the Common-
wralth Government colleeting the income tax
now.

The PREMIER: But we have to meet
increased expenditure in the directionsg I
have indicated. The general trend of money
values is higher—some people might ecall it
inflation—and more actual money is needed
nowadays to get the service that we used
to get a few years ago. Consequently, the
actual figures have a tendeney to inerease all
ihe time. So long as the relative positions
of revenue and expendifure are maintained,
there is no eanse fo worry. At the first
meeting of the Loan Couneil I attended after
the outbrenk of the war, a strong demand
was made by the Commonwealth that States
should keop expenditure down and balanee
their budgets, so that the greatest possible
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amount of money ghould be available to the
Commonwealth for war purposes. So our
loan expenditure has been kept down to an
absolute minimum, and is now considerably
less than the eontribution from Consolidated
Revenue for sinking fund. Thus we are
spending less money from loan than we
are paying into the sinking fund. The posi-
tion, thevefore, is satisfactory.

1llon. N. Keenan: Other States—New
Sonth Wales and Queensland—are doing
much hetter.

The PREMIER: I do not think so.

Hon. N. Keenan: New South Wales,
Queensland and Vietoria.

The PREMIER: The member for West
Perth did not want to disclose what had
happened in some cases hecause of war ae-
tivities. Tt ig well known that the military
personnel within the borders of Quecnsland
is greater than the military personnel in
Woestern Australia; consequently there is a
huge amount of money heing spent in
Queensland.

The Minister for Lands: According fo the
paper, large sums are being spent by mili-
tary personnel at Mackay.

The PREMIER: I noticed that in this
morning’s paper. It is stated there that
millions of pounds are bheing spent hy mili-
tary personnel who are taking out their
leave at Mackay, which is a comparatively
small town of some 20,000 people.

Hon. N. Keenan: You do not believe that
statement?

The PREMIER. T do not know. How-
ever, T do know that our own military per-
sonncl, and partieularly Allied military per-
sonnel, are distributing huge sums of money
in various States of Australia, and I should
say that Queensland is not receiving the
lowest amount. That, to a great extent, may
aceonnt for Queensland’s circumstances.
This State is putting money aside for tha
purpose of paying for renovations, renewals
and deferred maintenance, and that is in
addition to the surplus shown in our Publie
Accounts. In answer to the hon, member's
criticism, I point out that beeause of the
deterioration in the value of money it costs
more to do the same amount of work now
than it cost formerly. That is why the fig-
ures are higher. However, that is not eause
for mueh alarm. T think the position is
satisfaetory.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

ADDRESS-IN.REPLY.
Second Day—Amendment.
Debate resumed from the 27th July.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.35]: I do
not propose today to say very much on the
Address-in-reply, but at the outset I would
like to congratulate the member for Nelson
on the very logical and reasoned address
which he made to us on Thursday last. The
contribation he made was couched in a man-
ner which I commend to all members for
their gnidance in the remninder of this de-
bate. Becanse I lold that opinion I pro-
pose, as far as I can, to follow in the same
line of eonstructive reasoning to the best of
my ability in the one or two subjects I shall
mention, It seems to me that problems in
the present day are sueh as to warrant thnt
approach, at all events until we sce whether
we, a5 a deliberative Assembly, can produce
and achieve results which the people of the
State are entitled to expeet from us.

I would like to extend a2 word of con-
gratulation to the member for North-East
Fremantle on his elevation to the position of
Minister for Education. T think, Sir, that
if any member on the Glovernment side of
the Jouse i« eompetent to nndertake the
duties of that office it is the hon. gentleman
in question. I fecl that we shall at least
not suffer educationally by his elevation to
the position which he now holds.

I bave been reading with eonsiderable
interest the report of the Rural Reconstrue-
tion Commission of which the Minister for
Lands has been Chairman, I find it is a
doenment which should ecommend iiself to
every member who prides himself on taking
an interest in the future well-being of the
rural affairs of this State. T do not =ay that
if I were to go inte the report line by line
and paragraph by paragraph I eould not
find some matter for adverse eriticism; it
would be extraordinary indeed if we should
find onrselves all in agreement with every
item and cvery detail of the complex and
diverse problems which the Commission has
congidered. But T do sav, taken by and
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large, that the report gives ample evidence
of careful consideration of the statements of
the witnesses examined, many of them very
dependable people. As I said, the document
is well worth the consideration of every
member who has at heart the yural develop-
ment of the Commonwealth in general and
Western Aunstralia in  particular. T wag
specially attracted by one or two paragraphs
in the repert that I believe will have to re-
ceive the consideration of this House in a
legislative way before we are very much
older. I refer, for instance, to the questions
of soil erosion and wastage of soil fertility.
These subjects are dealt with at page G of
the report. There has always scemed to
mo to be a lark of appreciation of soil
crosion and wastage of soil fertility that is
canstantly taking plaee in various pa t- of
the Commonwealth, It may not he so notice-
able in Western Australia as it bas been in
the Kastern States, and it may not he so
rolieeable in Australia as it has been in the
United States.

The Premicr: Salt has been a problem
hore. '

Mr. WATTS: That is so. That must be
given con-ileration, ton, if we are fo make
use of laige areas of land; but many people
seem fo me 1o have stopped at the need of
legislation with regard to soil crosion and
now we have this timely word or two from
{the Commission. As the Commission says,
there can be no improvement in land utilisa-
tion withoul cffective statutory power to re-
strain the individual who is not prepared to
eo-operate in a general scheme designed to
prevent or stop soil erosion and wastage of
soil fertility, It may be that in many dis-
tricts this prohlem s not of mnch magni-
tude, but there are other areas where it
could easily hecome a problem which will
apset a greal many preconceived notions,
if we do not mive it our eareful eonsidera-
tion.

On page 7
discourse on the question of
cost«, Tt savs—

Iigh-cost producers should he stimulated to
lower their costs by inercasing their efficiency,
and that development of an industry should
only he eacouraged where low-cost produetion
van he anticipated.

One of 1he fow complaints [ have to make
against this first report—and T hope that
in my perusal of it T have not missed any

of the report there is a short
production

point which would make this eriticism un-
deserved—is the faet that there does not
appear to have heen any comprehension ot
the result of the tarifi and fiseal policies of
Australia upon the cost of production in
the rural indnstries. There has been too
much stre=s —althongh some stress I admit
is desirable—on the need for efficiency ol
the farmer himeself. The question of effici-
ency is one which is highly desirable; there
is no salvation for anyone in this busy world
who does not aim at a substantial measure
ot ehiviency, hut ne matler how ectlicient the
primary produecrs of Australia have been
or ean be, there i no question that theiv
dillienlty in competing with the outside
worldl has heen greatly ineveased, and will
continue to be increased unless thpy are
able to obtain their neeessaries—their in-
plements and other articles—at a prive com-
mensurate with the price at which  those
goods are obtainable by their evmpetitors i
other countrirs.

The Minister for Lands:
will he dealt with later on.

My, WATTS: As I said, there wight be
something which will make this eriticism
undeserved, acl 1 atn glad to hear from the
Minister that that aspect has not been lost
sight of, because I firmly believe that no
veport of this nature will suceeed in its
ohject unless it secks to impress wpon the
people of Ausiralia the need for some re-
amrrangement of their ideas on this ques-
tion. For nany vears we have loaded the
costs of o1l our indnstries, of a competi-
tive character with the outside world in
partienlar, by a system which makes them
pay very often so much for the artieles
they require that they de not get value for
their money: and, what is worse, they do
not get the reward which their clicieney
deserves heeanse of the disconrngement and
cost whirh i= imposed upon them unneces-
sarily.  One must regard the continvancw
of rural development #s heing part at least
of our Australinn economy and there is
nothing in this report to indiente that the
Commission does not eonsider it formed,
and will form, a very substantial part of
that ceonomy. They have made every effort
to indirate hy statistieal and other in-
quiries the exaet position which rural in-
dustry, primary production and goldmining
acrupy, and T think they have arrived af
eonelusions which are eonsistent with these

That aspect
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fuets. T wus somewhat entertained by one
paragraph which appears on page 9. I
find that this has been underlined by the
membhers of the Commission, and I think
the paragraph is worthy of some special
veferenee. The Commission is dealing with
the operation of wartime control and uses
these words—

Ilowever, the experience of the operation of
wartime controls, with their inevitable friction
and duplications, and the growth of a burcau-
cratic system has irritated Jarge numbers of
citizens and made them wuneasy about the
danger of too muchk centralised control. Such
people see the prospect of absorption from the
point of view of the mouse aud not from that
of the ecat.

Mr. Thorn: A very timely warning.

Mr. WATTS: I thought so too, I was
very intrigued by the point of view of the
Commission and the thought that some
people saw ihis matter from the peint of
view of the mouse and not from that of the
cat. One can visualise the unfortunate
position of the mouse who is faeed by the
c¢at. One eannot help remarking on the un-
fortunate position of those who are likely
for too long a period to be governed by a
eentralised control which is that referred
to by these gentlemen in their repoxt.

There are one or two other matters with
which T wish to deal. I have often felt that
the producers of Australia in regerd to this
(uestion of price stabilisation are eaught
hetween the upper and nether millstones,
Although it may be argued that the stabi-
lisation of prices is essential to maintain
production this, as the Commission rightly
says, involves some restrietions on produe-
tion. We are faced with the position that
it is essential to develop and populate
Australia, and morc partieularly this State,
This involves the expansion of produection,
On the one hand the produeer is faced with
the position that if he is to have stabilised
prices for his produects the country ust
subniit to restrietions on produetion which
limit if not effectively endianger the hope
of inercased development and to some ex-
tent increased population. But we want
population and we want development. That
involves the expansion of prodnction, but
are we to turn to the producer and say,
““Beeanse the nation's interest demands
that yon must have inereased production
an increased population von must, for the
reason (hat stabilisation demands n restrie-
tion of production, abandon all hope of
stabilized prices and find yourself in a

worse position in the last case than in the
first.’”” That is a problem difficult of solu-
tion. I feel certain that the members of
the Royal Commission find themselves in
the sarae boat. I hope to hear a considered
statement on the subjeet by the Minister
for Lands garnered from the wealth of evi-
dence and cxperience he has had, and I
hope that & solution can be found and that
some contribution will be made to the mat-
ter before the conclusion of the Commis-
sion’s veport. I submit that unless a solu-
tion of this question can be diseovered so
that we can continue to increase in all
desirakle avenues production and the devel-
opment, of the country, and at the same
time offer the produeer a return commen-
surate with his effort, we are going to be
in grave trouble.

The question of housing standards has
also been raised by the Commission’s re-
port. In this regard I compliment them
upon what I believe is a very sound and
sensible statement of the position concern-
ing that partiealar problem. Of eourse,
everyone knows—I am sure the Minister
for Lands will agree with this—that in re-
gard to farming properties a house of more
than a certain capital value does not in-
crease the productive capacity of the land
in any way, and may indeed become 1
finaneial jneubus rather than a henefit. If
vou have a £3,000 house on a properiy and
that is offered for sale to a purchaser he is
not going to pay £3,000 for the house, or
rive the value of the house up to £3,000,
hecanse he knows that his requirements
can he et by a house costing one-third of
that sum. He is, therefore, not prepared
to pay that amount for a house. If you
have built a house of too substantial a
capital value o a properiy you are most
unlikely upon its disposa]l te get your
money back. Unfortunately the trend in
housing eosts {oday is apparently rising
rapidly.

T heay that in New South Wales types
of honses which used to be built for £900
or £1.003 ave now eosting almost double
that sum. We find that in Western Aus-
tralia such eontraets as were let in thd
heginning of the housing proposals of the
Commenwealth are at least 30 per cent.
ahove the cosl that wonld have heen ex-
peeted two or three vears ago. Ts this
state of affairs to continue? Are we to find
that in order {0 get a reasonably eomfort-
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able five or six roomed house upon a farm,
to suit the requirements of a man and his
family, he must incur a capital liability of
£1,200 or even £1,6007 If that is to be so
we shall find that the housing problem is
far worse thauo it appears at first sight. If
seems easy enough if one could erect a
comfortable and habitable home, such as I
have seen occupied by many workers and
other people in this State, for a sum not
excecding £600, If we are to have that
type of house worth £600 in 1940 costing
£1,000 today, and goodness knows how'
much tomorrow, the whole basis of the idea
of good housing must fall down, or alter-
natively the charge upon the general tax-
payer must steadily increase.

If the home that is available for workers
has an annual charge upon it greater than
the home ecan reasonably be expeeted to
pay, a subsidy will have to be fortbcoming
in order to bring the annual cost down to
a figure within the ability of the worker
to pay. Is that the system to be applied to
rural housing? If that is so where is the
national exchequer going to find itself nl-
timately? That is the position as I see it.
I it is fair and proper—us I can see that
it is—that the working man should he
treated in that way in order to bring his
expenditure down to a reasonable part of
his income, o should the agriculturist be
in the same position. The latter is entitled
to say, *‘If I have to pay £460 more for
housc than T thought I am entitled to eon-
sideration either from the Government or
the community.’”” T do not think anyone
can gainsay thai.

We have to face the problem and endea-
vour to diseover means whereby these
homes can he mede serviceable, comfort-
ahle and dnrable, and at the same time
kept at a figure commensurate with our
ideas as to what they ought to cost. Tt will
readily be seen that in this problem alone
there is considerabie food for thought on
the part of the people of this country. I
do not propose to say anything more con-
cerning the report of the Rural Construc-
tion Commission so far as it has gone, ex-
cept to conclude my vemarks by stating
that if the seeond and subsequent sections
of the report of the Commission are as well
reasoned as th¢ one to which I have just
reforred T sav in all sincerity that they will
be worthy of the serions eonsideration and
the closest study of us all heeanse they will
he invaluable whatever opinion may he

held in connection with any legislation tha
may arise out of them and in econnection
with any diseussions that will take plae
on legislation of that character,

A question was asked today in regard t
third party inscrance. I say guite frankl;
that the position is wmost unsatisfactory. Wi
now have to take out two policies. We re
lied, and had good reason to rely becans
he had the reputation for not going back
upon his undertaking to the House, on the
words of the then Minister for Works, Hon
H. Millington. These words are to he founs
on page 953 of “Hansard” of last year
They weve uttered in connection with a dis
eussion introduced by the member for Ned-
lands, backed up by myself regarding the
position of the holder of the comprebensive
policy, In the course of my remarks I sug-
gested that the holder of one of these policies
would be put to additional trouble and ex-
pense unless they could be made valid under
the thirl party risk. The Minister ad-
Journed the debate in order to eonsult the
Crown Law authorities, and at a later stage
he concluded his remarks on the subject as
follows:—

I¢ the owner ean preduee a ecomprehensive

poliey for the current period, it will be ac-
cepted.
On that assurance the member for Ned-
lands and T withdrew any objections we had
to that particular clause of the Bill. The
Miunister as well as we ourselves thonght
that this suggestion would entirely cover the
difficulty we had raised, but subsequently
we found that was not the case. I, as the
holder of a eomprehensive poliey for many
vears, have heen compelled to take out a
fresh poliey. [ obtained a small refund of
the premiums T had paid on the old policy,
hut that is heside the point. I now have two
policies.  What is more, I have had to pay
two stomp duties. That is one of the items
of expense that was in my mind when T
brought wp the matter, or supported the
query of the wember for Nedlands, as to
whether o eoinprehensive policy would be
snfficient. [ have no doubt that 2s, 8d, on
rerhaps 20,000 policies, or more, is very
convenient for the Treasurer.

The Premier: Tt was not put in from that
point of view.

Mr. WATTS: Tt is, however, most incon-
venient for these who have to pay, and
represents a substandial inerease on the pre-
miums charged. Tt is a most unfair tax as
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it stands. I was not satisfied with the
answer made on behalf of the Minister for
Works by the Minister for Education this
afternoon. I would have thought that if the
Government eould not arrive at a decision
which was on all fours with the undertaking
of the previeus Minister for Works 1t would
not have proceeded with the proposal. That
was a distinet breach of faith with the people
and the members of this House who under-
stood after the amendment had been made—
and the Minister understood it—that anly one
poliecy would be required. I hope that either
the Traffic Act will be amended or the diffi-
culty got over in some other way. There is
another aspect of the third-party insurance
lnw to which I shall make reference. 1
nllude to the cumbersome method devised *o
deal with that matter. Having taken out a
separate poliecy and paid an extra half-
¢rown, a man is obliged to obtain a certifi-
cate from the insurance eompany which has
10 be taken to the local authority; then the
man must fill in an application for his
liconse and, having paid the necessary fee,
kis license is granted to him. I have not
heen able to discover the reason for that
application. The obtaining of the certificate
is all right, although the issuing of two
policies and a certifieate represents a tre-
mendons waste of paper in these days, when
the shortage of paper is such that, in the
time of national emergeney, it must be con-
served. The method devised for the obtain-
ing of the license is cumbersome and quite
nnneeessary.

What is the position in the country? TIn
the past many people, especially in recent
vears when the shortage of petvol and tyres
has become a factor, were accustomed to
making application for a license by post.
1f they adopt that course now, they do not
wet their licenses because the loeal authority
must have the necessary application forms
made out. Althongh a man may send the
necessary certificate and insuranecs, he can-
not get his license until he fills in the form.
Of course, the local authority may post the
form back, but even so it would take a
week before the letter eould be received and
a week for it to be posted hack. Alterna-
tively, the local authority may write in re-
My to the farmer and say that he must come
in and fill in the necessary form.

T am sorry the Minister for Works is not
in his seat this evening, for I would have
nsked him to agree to introduce an amend-

ment {0 simplify the whole arrangement. It
is not a guestion of the insurers’ require,
ments: they are not concerned in this matter.
The trouble has arisen simply through a mis-
conception of the intention of this House
when it passed the legislation. What we
wanted was that when the certificate was
izsued by the insarer it should be shown to
the loeal authorities who would thereupon
issue a license. That is what we desired in-
stead of the cumbersome and highly involved
method adopted for carrying out this law,
I hope that an end will be put to it very
shortly.

I would like te devote a few minutes to
the question of vermin destruction and the
need for eareful thought and eonsideration
of thiz State’s laws relating to that subject.
I know the Minister for Lands has been
giving some consideration, and is prepared
to give more, to this question, I hope to
have an opportunity to diseuss some aspoets
of it with him privately and I shall not
mention those matters at this juncture. I
must say, however, that the time has long
ginee passed when this House should put
on its thinking cap to determine what al-
terations of the law are required in order,
on one hand, to assist, in a national or
State-wide manner, in the eradication of
vermin and, on the other hand, to decide
what amendments are required to enable
development of a protective character to be
undertakien more easily than is possible
now,

In discussions in this House on various
matters rvaised by local authorities relating
to this problem, we considered proposals
from them for greater control by local
anthorities respecting certain aspects and
for greater powers in certain other diree-
tions, At the time this House did not see
fit to necept the proposals for an inquiry
but I consider that the proper procedura
for such an inguiry is per medium of
members of this House—whether by Select
Committee or by some other means is no
eoncern of mine. I think the people’s repre-
scntatives in a matter of this deseription
should decide to devote more of their time
and attention to consideration of this and
other problems I conld mention, but par-
ticularly to the question of vermin destrue-
tion and the nceessary measures in connec-
tion therewith. I hope the time is not far
distant when we shall take somne steps to
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bring about an improvement in the present
position.

This is how I view it: There is no doubt
that the exigencies of modern times are
placing a very heavy burden on Ministery
ol the Crown whom I shall not name. It
stem=2 t0 me a guestion of principle that on
matters which are State-wide in character
anidl whirh canse tremendous losses to the
produrers, there should be called more into
ca-operation those who hove been producers
in the past, The alternative seems to me td
be this: A Minister finds himself with many
administrative and public duties. If he does
not come to the MHouse, where the people's
represcntatives ave, for co-operation and
arsistanee, then he is obliged to go to per-
sons who may be civil servants, in which case
there would be less to be said, or to go to
those who are not civil servants but whoe
may he persons classed as embryo bureau-
erats. Any resulting action is taken in the
wirong place and, instead of the Govern-
ment heing responsible to Parliament and
partieularly te this House, which would be
all the better, it sheds that responsibility
and thercby, in my opinion, entourages an
unstatesmanlike outlook, creating a wrong
publie opinion tinged with a party political
ouilonk,

I do not offer thiy eritieism in any carp-
ing spirit, and I do not desire any mistake
to be made on that seore, I hold that if we
arc to maintain our demaocratic politieal
character we must get to work and bring
the representatives of the people into ¢loser
touch with the administrative problems of
the day, and the sooner the better for all
concerned. [ hope the Government will take
that suggestion to heart hecause I believe
that in these days, when we have just passed
through a severc nalional emergency and
there still remain many problems that will
influence the fulure, it is abseolutely neces-
sary that we shall take rome action of that
character in order to rvestore pablie opinion
regarding the rightfulness of parliament-
ary government and also to ensure that thd
people’s representafives are entrusted with
their fair share of responsibility, in an
advisory capacity, to the exient that I be-
lieve was intended.

The last matter to which I propose to
refer concerns the Premier's answer to my
question regarding the appointment of

serutineers under ihe provisions ot the Re-
ferendum (Constitution Algeration) Aet of
1506-28. The Premier said it had not beed
the eustom in the past to appoint such
scratineers. That may or may not appear
a suflicient reason for not appointing such
officers on this oceasion. Personally 1 think
it does not offer a sulficient reason. If we
are to be governed by the ideas, customs
and habits of the past, then the cflorts of
the Rural Reeonstrneiion Commission and
of other similar hodies will fail in their
ohjectives, bDecause they will produce pre-
cisely nothing, and we shall go on making
all the mi-takes that we made in the past—
which I devoutly hope we shall not, We can
diseount that argument. The next point iv
as to whether the serutincers should bhe ap-
pointed at the place where the serafiny ol
the votes is to take place. T did not suggest
that appointment in the polling places,

The Premier: I think it had application
to that too.

Mr. WATTS: [ was referring to Sub-
spotion {2) of Section 18 of the Referen-
dum (Constitution Alteration)Aet, 1906-28,
which reads—

The Governor-Goneral or any person autho-

rised by him, may appoint one serutineer at
each place where the serutiny is conducted in
cach electoral division and the Governor of a
State or any person thereto anthorised by him
may appeint ong scrutineer to he present at
such plaee where the serutiny is condueted in
cael [Slectoral Divigion for the State.
It is quite obvious in this maiter that the
Commonwealth is one eandidate and the
State is the cther, That is borne out hy the
provision that the Governor-General may
appoint onc seratincer and the Governor
may appoint another. Obviously, the Gov-
ernor-General will appoint a serutineer on
behalf of the Commonwealth and, equally
obviously, the Governor will appoint ong
on behalf of the State, It would not mean
more than 30 scrutincers in the circum-
stances, because there are only 50 electoral
divisions in the State.

The Minister for Mines: Would not your
argument apply if the whole State were
unanimously of one opinion?

My, WATTS: No. Obviously, the faet that
the whole State is not unanimous is the
reason for ascertaining what the view of
the whole State really is. Both parties are
entitled to have serntincers.
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The Minister for Mines: Ewvery candidate
is entitled to that.

Mr, WATTS: Ezxactly, and in this in-
stanee we have two candidates, one being
the Commonwealth and the other the State.
One says, “I am the candidate for more
power.” The other says, “I am the candi-
date for what I have got.” It is left to
the people as to which will gain the day. It
3% therefore absolutely essential, in my
opinion, that the Governor should be in a
position in respect of this referendum,
which is by far the most important referen-
dum that has been held in the last 20 years,
to appoint serutineers in aceordanee with
Subseetion {2) of Section 18.

The Premier: What would you expect
serutineers to do?

Mr. WATTS: To scrutinise the counting.

The Premier: You do not imply a lack
of confidence in the returning oificers?

Mr. WATTS: I do not imply any lack of
vonfidence in the returning officers, but 1
know that mistakes have taken place in the
counting of votes. It seems to me, there-
fore, desirable that the appointments I sug-
gest should be made for the purpose of
sceing that there js a check,

The Premier: There are two or three pre-
sent—the returning officer, the presiding
officer and the poll elerk.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, at the various places
where the votes are counted. If that was
the only thing, I cannot understand why the
Premicr did not make provision for what 1
suggested. I was hoping that the Premier
would change his mind and be prepared al
least to review the position. If the Premier
were prepared to do that, I would not ask
the House to consider an amendment to the
Address-in-reply, which T have in view. If
the Premier says that his answer to the ques-
tion is his last word, I am foreed to ask the
House to consider the position and the only
way I ean do that is to move an amendment
1o the Address-in-reply so as to bring the
atter up.

‘The Premier: Has the Commonwealth
taken action to protect its interests?

Mr. WATTS: That I do not know; but T
should have thought that would be in the
Premier’s mind when I asked my guestion.
T move an amendment—

That the following words be added to the
Address-in-reply :—**But this House regrets
that His Excellency has not becn advised to
exercise the power conferred on him by Bection

18 (2) of the Referendum (Constitution Altera-
tion) Act, 1906-28, for thz appointment of
serutincers at places where referendum votes
are haing serutinised, as this House is of
apinion that such procedure is highly desirable
in the interests of ensuring a preper count of
the votes taken.

On motion by Mr, MeDonald, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.16 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 2nd August, 1944,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,700,000,
Standing Orders Suspension,

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, re-
solved—

That sg much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to enable the Supply
Bill to pass through its remaining stages at
the one sitting.

MOTION—COMMITTEES FOE THE
SESSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.37]: I

nove—

That, in accordance with Standing Order
No. 34, the fellowing members be appointed
to sctve on the Standing Committees during
the present session, namely:—

Standing Orders,—The Chief Secretary, Hon.

C. ¥. Baxter, and Hon. H. 8, W, Parker,

Library—~Hon. C. F. Baxter and Hon. E. M,

Heenan,

Printing—Hon, E. H, Gray and Hon, W. J.
Mann.

House—Hon. J. Cornell, Hon., V,
Hamerstey, Hon. G. W. Miles and
Hon. W. R. Hall.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East): I
move an amendment—

Trat all the words after the words ‘‘Stand-
ing Order No. 34’7 be struck out and the words
‘“the members to be appointed to serve on the
Standing Committees during the present ses-
sion be appointed by ballot’’ inserted in lieu.

Joint



